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ancient alphabets.—The bearing of ancient alphabets
upon numismatic studies is too important not to merit attention.
Mr. Thomas has recently read a most interesting paper to the
Royal Asiatic Society (April 9, 1866) adverting to the various
modes of writing in use in ancient India, and entitled " On the
Adapted Alphabets of the Aryan Races." The results of his
palseographical investigations are as follows:—" The Aryans
invented no alphabet of their own, but were, in all their migra-
tions, indebted to the nationality amid whom they settled for their
mode of writing: (1) The Persian Cuneiform owed its origin
to the Assyrian, and the Assyrian Cuneiform emanated from an
antecedent Turanian symbolic character; (2) the Greek and
Latin alphabets were manifestly derived from the Phoenician;
(3) the Bactrian was adapted to its more precise functions by a
reconstruction and amplification of Phoenician models; (4) the
Devandgari was appropriated to the expression of the Sanskrit
language from the pre-existing Indian Pali or Ldt alphabet,
which was obviously originated to meet the requirements of
Turanian (Dravidian) dialects; (5) the Pehlvi was the offspring
of later and already modified Phoenician letters; and (6) the
Zend was elaborated out of the Pehlvi, but by a totally different
method to that followed in the adaptation of the Semitic Bac-
trian." Mr. Thomas then traces the progress of the successive
waves of Aryan immigration from the Oxus into the provinces
of Ariania and the Hindu Kush, and the downward course of
the pastoral races from their first entry into the Punjab and the
associate crude chants of the Vedic hymns to the establish-
ment of the cultivated Brahmanic institutions on the banks of
the Sarasvati, and the elaboration of Sanskrit grammar at
Taxila, connecting the advance of their literature with the sim-
plified but extended alphabet they constructed in the Arianian
provinces out of a very archaic type of Phoenician. This alpha-
bet continued in official use under the Greek and Indo-Scythian
rulers of Northern India, until it was superseded by the local
Pali, which is proved by Asoka's scattered inscriptions on rocks
and monoliths (Lats) to have constituted the current writing of
the continent of India in b.c. 250, while a similar, if not iden-
tical, character is seen to have furnished the prototype of all
the varying systems of writing employed by the different
nationalities from Sind to Ceylon, and spread over Burmah, till
the Indian Pali meets Chinese alphabets on their own soil in
Annam. In conclusion, Mr. Thomas points out the importance
of the discoveries of Norris (Jour. R. A. S., xv. 19) and Cald-
well (Dravidian Grammar), derived from completely inde-
pendent sources, regarding the Scythic origin of the intro-
ductory Indian alphabets.

